
Friday 27th February 2026

Pastoral & 
Well-being Notices

Designated Safeguarding Lead: 
Mr J Mockett

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: 
Mrs L Penny

Pastoral Team 01225 350001 Ext 224.
(We have streamlined our systems and

now have one dedicated email address.) 
Safeguarding email:

safeguarding@st-augustines.wilts.sch.uk
SEND Team Email address:

 sendco@st-augustines.wilts.sch.uk

CALENDAR 
15th-18  October: Berlin Tripth

21  October: Sixth form sleep outst

22  October- 2  November- HALF TERMnd nd

29  October- 2  November: Iceland Tripth nd

5  November: Year 12 parents eveningth

Taught by Jesus Christ, faith, hope and love inspire everything we do. We aim for the highest standards of learning, and we
look for the development of wisdom. In this way the gifts possessed by every individual can be valued.

Headteacher’s messageHeadteacher’s message

Friday  16  October 2026th

This week, we received a letter from Bishop Bosco inviting us to join him
and millions of people around the world in praying for Pope Leo and his
recovery following his recent diagnosis and surgery. It is a reminder that
illness can affect any of us and our families, and of how reassuring it can
be to know that others are keeping us in their thoughts and prayers.
When we pray for someone, we take a moment to focus on them and
their circumstances, asking God to give them strength, comfort and the
reassurance that He is with them, particularly during difficult times. As
we come to the end of our last full week of term, we have another
packed Gazette for you to enjoy. Please do take time to read the
important notices and messages, as well as the many articles celebrating
all that has been happening across our school community. In particular, I
would like to draw your attention to our new chapel, which has been
relocated to the ground floor of the main building to make it fully
accessible to everyone. It is wonderful to have this welcoming space for
prayer and quiet reflection at the heart of our school. I would also like to
express my sincere thanks to a generous donor who has kindly funded
the new chapel chairs. They look fantastic and will serve our school
community for many years to come. It is a lovely example of the
generosity and care that make our community so special.

Mr Dowle



Our Specialist School Nurse is:
 Emily Davies

Providing information and support on
a variety of health and wellbeing

issues.
A confidential drop in clinic is held during
break and lunchtime every Wednesday in

the Wellbeing Room.

SCHOOL NURSESCHOOL NURSESCHOOL NURSESCHOOL NURSE
Important
Notices
Important
Notices

The following letters have gone out this term. You will find all letters home on
our website, follow the below link:

Term 1
Iceland Trip 2027
Berlin Trip 2027
Year 7 Retreat

Sixth Form Retreat letter
Letter from Mr Dowle: re. engagement evenings

Letter from Mr Dowle: 16  September th

Sixth Form Sleep Out
Year 7 Pastoral Arrangements

https://www.st-augustines.wilts.sch.uk

Your paragraph text

Sixth form sleep outSixth form sleep out

1:1 appointments are available for drop
ins.  These appointments last 30 minutes

and are given to pupils that we have
received referrals for either from the
school; parents or the young person

themselves. We can offer 6 1:1 sessions
for a range of health reasons –

Emotional Wellbeing; healthy eating;
suspected eating disorders; self-harm;
hygiene, healthy relationships, sexual
health STI and pregnancy testing and

safe sex. 

CAR PARKING 

When looking to make a payment
in Parent Mail please check both

‘Payments – To Pay’ and ‘Payments
– Shop’ (the trolley icon). Dinner

Accounts can be topped up
through ‘Accounts’. Stationery

orders should be collected from the
finance office (next to the

conference room)

For an appointment:
Ask your Tutor 

  Parents can contact the service by using
the

 single point of access (SPA) on 0300 247
0090

SPA email address:
bswchildrens.enquiries@hcrgcaregroup

.com
Website: wiltschildandfamily.co.uk

Support Helpline
Following the troubling

testimonies of sexual harassment
and abuse documented on the

Everyone’s Invited website,
 the NSPCC can help on 0800 136

663
 or emailing help@nspcc.org.uk

A polite reminder to parents to please not park in Garston
Vets car park or our car park during school drop off or pick up.

The Sixth Form will be ‘sleeping out’ on the
last day of term in order to raise awareness
and much needed funds for AMBER - a local
charity that provides accommodation,
health support and life skills to get
vulnerable young people aged (18-30) back
into training and employment.Please
consider supporting us direct to the charity
via our JustGiving page:
https://www.justgiving.com/page/st-
augustines-sixth-form-3?
utm_medium=FA&utm_source=CL. All
donations are very gratefully received.

POLITE REMINDER POLITE REMINDER 
A polite reminder that sweets, lollipops and fizzy drinks are not

allowed to be bought into school.

https://www.st-augustines.wilts.sch.uk/News/Gallery/
https://www.st-augustines.wilts.sch.uk/Parents/Letters-Home/
mailto:bswchildrens.enquiries@hcrgcaregroup.com
mailto:bswchildrens.enquiries@hcrgcaregroup.com
https://wiltschildandfamily.co.uk/
https://www.justgiving.com/page/st-augustines-sixth-form-3?utm_medium=FA&utm_source=CL
https://www.justgiving.com/page/st-augustines-sixth-form-3?utm_medium=FA&utm_source=CL
https://www.justgiving.com/page/st-augustines-sixth-form-3?utm_medium=FA&utm_source=CL
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Year 7 Retreat Day: Building Our Community
On the 17th and 18th September, our Year 7 students enjoyed their first retreat day at St John’s
Parish Centre, centred around the theme of ‘Community’. It was a fantastic opportunity for
students to spend time together, make new friends and strengthen their connections as they began
their journey at St Augustine’s. The day was filled with a variety of fun and engaging workshops,
including arts and crafts, games and relaxation activities. These activities encouraged teamwork,
creativity and friendship, helping students to get to know one another in a welcoming environment.
It was a lovely day away from the usual college routine, giving everyone the chance to pause,
connect and reflect on the importance of belonging to a community. The retreat was a positive
start to the year, reminding our Year 7 students that they are an important part of the St
Augustine’s family. Our students collaborated in creating a Year 7 Cross, which will be displayed in
our main hall as a reminder of their first retreat together.

Belonging from day one
Our Sixth Form Retreat at Kintbury - Building a
community as we begin the year - September 2026.
On 22nd September, our Sixth Form students enjoyed
an enriching retreat day, hosted at St Cassian’s in
Berkshire. The day offered a valuable opportunity to
step away from college life, connect with one another
and reflect on their personal journeys. The day
included archery, low ropes and team challenges,
small group conversations on the lawn, and a walk in
assigned pairs with someone they had not really
talked to before forming new connections and
friendships. The day concluded with a meaningful
Lasallian reflection, linking the activities to personal
growth, faith and the values of our community. It was
a truly uplifting experience, leaving students feeling
refreshed, inspired and ready for the year ahead. IN
THEIR WORDS: “You honestly made me feel so
included and that I belonged!” “Creating a safe,
relaxed space for young people to build community is
invaluable.” Our students also made a handmade
thank you care to the kintbury team as shown above.



Our College Chapel Has a New Home! 
We are delighted that our College Chapel has found a new home on the ground floor of the
main building, conveniently located close to Reception.  From this term, the Chapel has been
fully accessible to all students and staff, providing a welcoming and peaceful space for
personal prayer, quiet reflection and moments of stillness amidst the busyness of college
life.  Our spiritual life is already flourishing in this new space, with weekly Tutor Form Masses
taking place with Fr Richard Elson, alongside lunchtime Rosary and Adoration. These
opportunities allow our college community to come together in prayer, deepen their faith
and find time for reflection throughout the day. We are especially grateful to a generous
benefactor who has gifted us the Chapel chairs, completing the space beautifully and helping
to create an inviting and prayerful environment. We feel truly blessed to have this wonderful
space at the heart of our College and look forward to seeing it continue to grow as a place of
faith, peace and community for all. 

CHAPLAINCY NEWS CHAPLAINCY NEWS 



It’s been a busy time in RE, with KS3 students showcasing their creativity alongside their religious
learning!
Year 7 – The Creation Story: Inspired by Donald Jackson’s Genesis Creation Frontispiece, Year 7 created
their own artworks depicting the story of creation.
Year 8 – Moses and the Ten Commandments: After studying two famous artworks of Moses, Year 8
created their own interpretations, exploring the importance of the Ten Commandments.
Year 9 – Made in the Image of God: Year 9 explored what it means to be made in God’s image, creating
collages to represent how humans are relational, rational and free to make choices.

Religious Education Religious Education 
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What Is a Young Carer?
A young carer is someone under the age of 18 who helps to look after or support someone in their
family who could not manage without that help. This might be because a parent, brother, sister or
another family member has a physical illness, disability, mental health condition, learning difficulty
or problems with drugs or alcohol. Young carers can help in lots of different ways. Some may help
with cooking, cleaning, shopping or looking after younger brothers and sisters. Others may help
someone get dressed, remind them to take medication, attend appointments with them, or simply
provide emotional support when things are difficult. Being a young carer can sometimes feel like a
lot of responsibility. It can affect things such as schoolwork, attendance, friendships, sleep or how
someone is feeling emotionally. However, many young carers do not always realise that they are a
young carer because helping at home can simply feel normal to them. At St Augustine’s, we want
all young carers to know that they are not alone and that support is available. If you think you may
be a young carer, or you are unsure, you can speak to Miss Carter in the Pastoral Office. You do not
need to have everything worked out before asking for support.

Please visit https://www.st-augustines.wilts.sch.uk/Parents/Young-Carers/ for more information.

Pastoral notices



This is Youth Action Wiltshire's clubs for Young Carers for the October half term. Please note,
emails are no longer accepted for bookings parents/carers must sign up at the below link.

Sign up:
https://www.cognitoforms.com/CommunityFirst2/OctoberHalfTermYoungCarersActivites2026

***WE CAN'T OFFER ANY PLACES WITHOUT A CONSENT FORM***

Consent Form:
https://www.cognitoforms.com/CommunityFirst2/YouthActionWiltshireYoungCarersServiceAnnual

ConsentForm20262027

There is also information about new weekly online activity sessions which might be a great option
for some of our young carers who prefer an online option to do at home.

 
Invitations will be sent via text message after the deadline. You will then be able to accept the
activity place you have been offered.

REQUESTS TO BE RECEIVED BY SUNDAY 4th OCTOBER
IF YOU HAVENT ALREADY, EVERYONE NEEDS TO

RETURN AN ANNUAL CONSENT FORM FOR THE PERIOD OF
1ST APRIL 2026 to 31ST MARCH 2027

WE CAN'T OFFER ANY PLACES WITHOUT A CONSENT FORM

YOUNG CARERYOUNG CARERYOUNG CARER



Your paragraph text

Netball Is Back – Let’s Get the Season
Started!

The new netball season is officially underway, and it has been
fantastic to see so many students back on court already! A

huge thank you to everyone who has attended training so far
– your enthusiasm, energy and commitment have been

brilliant.
If you haven’t joined us yet, there is still plenty of time to get

involved!
🏐 Tuesday | 3:15–4:30pm

Years 9, 10 & 11
🏐 Thursday | 3:15–4:30pm

Years 7 & 8
There’s no need to sign up in advance – just bring your kit, get

changed and meet us on the Netball Courts!
Fixtures are starting! 🏆

Our competitive fixtures begin next week, with our Year 10
and 11 teams up first as we welcome John of Gaunt to St

Augustine’s.
Good luck to all of our players for the season ahead. We hope

to see lots of enthusiasm, teamwork, resilience and, most
importantly, enjoyment on court. Go St A’s! 🏐 Mrs Bass &

Mrs Portingale-Cowper
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